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Two Waynesville R-VI School 
schools will be honored during the 
2018 Powerful Learning Conference 
for their commitment to professional 
learning. Nearly 1,700 Missouri 
educators are expected to attend the 
conference Jan. 29-30 in Osage Beach.

Williams Early Childhood Center 
and Piney Ridge Learning Center are 
among the 21 schools in Missouri 
that have been named Exemplary 
Professional Learning Communities 
Schools for promoting cultures 
focused on collaborative learning 
while effectively using data to 
increase student achievement. Interim 
Commissioner of Education Roger 
Dorson will present school leaders with 
their awards.

2 Waynesville 
schools to be  
recognized

By Robin Woosley and Marianne Ward
 
Sharply dressed students gathered at the Waynesville Sixth 

Grade Center Learning Commons recently for their third annual 
mock interview exercise. Community leaders and business owners 
volunteered to conduct six rounds of student interviews, organized 
by school counselor, Marian Redhage.

 Strong resumes and solid communication skills earned about 80 
students a chance to be interviewed. Sessions lasted 20 minutes.

 Some students stopped to reflect after leaving their meetings. 
One student said, “It is important to always have a good attitude 
and be yourself.”

 Another student focused on body language and added, “Eye 
contact is very important.”

Volunteers interview 6th graders for ‘jobs’

By MacKenzie Murphy
 
All Waynesville participants brought home gold medals at the Special Olympics 

Area Tournament that took place in Columbia, Mo., on Jan. 6. Athletes represented 
Waynesville in both the individual skills competition and the 3-on-3 competition.

Participating in individual skills was Jordan Boyd. For this competition, athletes 
must show capabilities in dribbling, passing and shooting. Scores are based on the 
amount of time spent dribbling from one side of the court to the other and back, 
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Special Olympics
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 Feedback from potential employers was excellent.
 Regarding one of the students she interviewed, Capt. 

Veronica Bell of the U.S. Army engineers, said, “He was 
nervous as first, but once he relaxed, he did a phenomenal job. 
When I was in the 6th grade, I was not this prepared. These 
students have researched the careers they want to have when 
they grow up and know what it’s going to take to eventually get 
the job.”  

 Dr. Rick L. Townsend, a chiropractor and owner of 
Townsend Wellness Center, volunteered to interview students 
through the district’s new Tiger Connections Program.

 “I like contributing to our community and I don’t see 
patients on Tuesday mornings, so the timing worked out great,” 
Townsend said.

 Many interviewers mentioned that they were impressed with 
the quality of resumes and student performances.

 “It’s exciting to see how poised and confident the students 
are and how outstanding their resumes are,” said Lisa 
Schwandt, the retired assistant superintendent of personnel 
services. “This is such a great opportunity to work with young 
people who are focused on their future.”

 These authentic opportunities help foster a school-wide 
culture of college and career readiness.

 “I think this is great. I wish I had had this experience at 
their age; they are confident and well spoken,” said CPT Bryan 
McClatchie with the 795th Military Police.  “There are adults 
who leave high school without this opportunity and don’t 
know what to expect on their first job interview. These students 
are already ahead in their career paths because of today’s 
experience.”

 Students prepared for their interviews by researching career 
paths and practicing their oral communication skills.

Mike Keeling, a member of the Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education, has volunteered to interview students every single 
year that the Sixth Grade Center has offered the program.

 “What keeps me coming back is seeing how prepared the 
students are and how excited they are. They impress me every 
single year. It’s hard to believe they’re in the sixth grade; they 
seem more mature,” Keeling said. “I like being around the 
kids – that’s what being on the board is all about. I want to help 
them be ready for the world.”

 Waynesville Sixth Grade Center wishes to thank the many 
community members, business leaders, school officials, 
teachers and students who helped make this dynamic event a 
successful learning experience.

 The interviewers included Shawneen Hefton, Robert Leone, 
Capt. Nicholas Anderson, Wendy Finch, Charles Quinn, Lisa 
Schwandt, Mike Keeling, Casey Simmons, Chris Landis, 
Jocelyn Gutoswki, Capt. Veronica Bell, Lt. Col. Richard 
Cranford, Capt. Bryan McClatchie, Keith Athmer, Dr. Rick 
Townsend and Rachel King.

 The top scoring students will be invited to attend a business 
etiquette luncheon at the Waynesville Career Center on March 
20.
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“These teachers and leaders have 
accepted the challenge of ensuring high 
levels of learning for all students,” 
Dr. Dorson said. “We appreciate 
their commitment to helping students 
succeed and congratulate them on this 
recognition.”

These are the 2017-18 Exemplary 
Schools:

Kelly A. Burlison Middle School – 
Fredericktown R-I School District

Jana Elementary School– Hazelwood 
School District

Viburnum High School – Iron Co. 
C-4 School District

Viburnum Elementary School – Iron 
Co. C-4 School District

Cedar Hill Elementary School – 
Jefferson City School District

Dogwood Elementary School – 
Kearney R-I School District

Neelyville High School – Neelyville 
R-IV School District

Parkside Elementary School – North 
St. Francois Co. R-I School District

Stonegate Elementary School – 
Raymore-Peculiar R-II School District

Peculiar Elementary School – 
Raymore-Peculiar R-II School District

Kratz Elementary School – Ritenour 
School District

Marion Elementary School – Ritenour 
School District

Seneca Intermediate School – Seneca 
R-VII School District

Seneca Elementary School – Seneca 
R-VII School District

Southern Boone Primary School – 
Southern Boone Co. R-I School District

Daniel Boone Elementary School – 
Warren Co. R-III School District

Rebecca Boone Elementary School – 
Warren Co. R-III School District

Ridge View Elementary School – 
Warrensburg R-VI School District

Nellie Hart Sterling Elementary 
School – Warrensburg R-VI School 
District

Williams Early Childhood Center – 
Waynesville R-VI School District

Piney Ridge Learning Center – 
Waynesville R-VI School District
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accuracy in passing and the amount of 
baskets made while shooting. Boyd was 
able to set the bar high and maintain the 
lead to win the gold.

Competing in 3-on-3 were 
three teams: Waynesville Orange, 
Waynesville Black and Waynesville 
Tigers. Each team played two games 
within their division. Games are played 
on half court and last for 20 minutes. A 
game can also end with a mercy rule if 
one team scores 20 points before time 
runs out. The Waynesville athletes won 
all of their games, four of the six ending 
prematurely with the mercy rule.

Waynesville Orange players held their 
own in both games, going into overtime 
on their second game. Marshall Harp 
did extraordinarily well at getting 
possession of the ball and maintaining 
defense. Damian Paul and Monique 
Forbes came away with several points 
scored in both games.

Waynesville Black players were quick 
and aggressive in both offense and 
defense. Seth Davis added many steals 
and points scored to his statistics. Angel 
Valentin was on fire with defense and 
steals. Geremiah Corpuz racked up a lot 
of rebounds and points scored as well.

The Waynesville Tigers players put 
on a show during both of their games. 
The final game went into overtime 
and was a nail biter, only a two-point 

difference for the final score. Terry 
Marshall, Trey Lusk and Geremy 
Corpuz were all spectacular at keeping 
up their defense throughout both games. 
They were agile and quick-thinking, 
able to keep up with their opponents.

Coach Justine Swan says “I couldn’t 
be more pleased with the tenacity and 
determination of these teams. Their 
sportsmanship was outstanding and 
they represented Waynesville with great 
style.”

The Regional tournament will take 
place in Joplin, Mo., on Feb. 10.

Gold Continued from page 1

Waynesville Middle School held an Awards Ceremony on Jan. 23 to recognize 
students with perfect attendance and for being on the All-A Honor Roll and the 
A-B Honor Roll during the first semester.



While exploring the relationship between public art and its ability to affect change, 
Partridge fifth graders started plans for “yarn bombing” to promote diversity. 

Yarn bombing gained popularity during the early 2000’s. In a yarn bomb, public 
spaces are adorned with knit or crochet as a gentle way to bring attention to a cause.

Fifth graders decided that a school yarn bombing would be the perfect way to call 
attention to the importance of embracing diversity.  As fifth grader Keenan explained at 
an assembly, “The many colors and kinds of yarn are a perfect way to represent all of 
the different people in the world.”

So far, fifth grade students have created posters advertising the yarn bomb and 
requesting support, introduced the project to the rest of the school, measured and 
documented the installation site, and have spent many hours, during school as well as 
at home, knitting, crocheting, and stitching pieces together. Teachers and parents have 
donated skein after skein of yarn, and younger grades of students are learning to knit 
and crochet so that they may participate.

Still to come, fifth graders plan to introduce the yarn bomb to community members 
at the Senior Center and perhaps to local nursing homes. Students hope to be able to 
conduct the yarn bomb early spring 2018. If you would like to get involved, we are 
looking for individuals who knit or crochet and are seeking donations of old knit or 
crochet afghans and yarn of any type. Please contact slamme@waynesville.k12.mo.us 
for more information and follow our progress on Twitter at P-ART-ridge!

Future cheerleaders performed 
before the Waynesville High 
School wrestling match against 
Lebanon on Jan. 23. 

Partridge 
students 
use yarn 
to promote 
diversity

 Eighth graders – members of the 
Class of 2022 – and their parents are 
invited to Waynesville High School to 
learn more about freshman courses and 
the scheduling process on Thursday, 
Feb. 22, in the WHS Auditorium.  A 
general presentation will be held from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  The curriculum fair 
will start at 5 p.m. (before the general 
presentation) and be open after the 
presentation as well. 

“We feel it is very important that 
students make quality course selections 
as freshmen to obtain a strong 
foundation for the rest of their high 
school careers,” says Theresa McNutt, 
WHS counselor.

In the spring, the freshman counselor 
will visit Waynesville Middle School, 
present the WHS curriculum and ask 
families to return the course preference 
sheets the next day.

For further information, please call 
Theresa McNutt at 573-842-2400 ext. 
2448 or email:  tmcnutt@waynesville.
k12.mo.us.

8th graders, 
their parents 
invited to WHS 



Bailey Haist, a student at the 
Waynesville Career Center, had his 
design selected for a banner that will be 
used to attract future Waynesville R-VI 
employees.

 The design features a rendering 
of Tiger Stadium and a Waynesville 
High School graduating class with the 
phrase “Seeking talented passionate 
professionals.” The banner will 
travel with Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel services, to 
recruiting fairs throughout a multi-state 
region.

 Haist is a senior at Dixon High 
School and is enrolled in the graphics 
design class led by Donna Groves, 
instructor.

 

The Waynesville High 
School National Honor 
Society received an award 
for their participation in 
the Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing Campaign. They 
were recognized as the group 
/organization in the St.Robert/
Waynesville area who contributed the most hours. From Waynesville High 
School, 93 National Honor Society members participated and rang the bell, 
covering more than 50 hours during the Salvation Army’s campaign.

“Our National Honor Society members rang the bells over 170 man hours 
during the campaign, as many members chose to ring the bell for more than just a 
one-hour time slot,” said Bill DeMalade, the National Honor Society advisor.

 Two students – Tyler Masters and David Sneed who had the most volunteer 
hours – represented the WHS National Honor Society at the Salvation Army 
ceremony.

NHS 
recognized 
for bell 
ringing

Pictured at the awards ceremony are Bill 
DeMalade, the WHS NHS advisor; Tyler 
Masters who rang the bell for 8 hours and 
David Sneed who rang the bell for 7 hours.

WCC student’s 
design selected
for recruitment 
banner

Mallorie Goodwin, an eighth grade student at Waynesville Middle School, has been 
named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary Student of the Month for January 2018.

Goodwin, the daughter of Robert and Olivia Horton, is an outstanding student at 
WMDS and has been in the Waynesville R-VI School District since kindergarten.  She 
is an A student and is currently taking advanced classes including Algebra and LEAP.  
Goodwin also participates in the musical theatre class, is the 2nd vice president for the 
National Junior Honor Society and participates in the Science Olympics.  She also is a 
volunteer at her church, Sacred Heart Community Catholic Church.  Goodwin aspires 
to be a lawyer when she grows up.   

Bailey Haist, a student at the 
Waynesville Career Center, and Hilary 
Bales, assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, with the banner.

Goodwin is WMDS Student of Month



Lacey Sabatasso, a Waynesville Middle School 
paraprofessional, has been named the Classified Employee of 
the Month for January 2018. 

She was surprised on Friday Jan. 26, when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented her 
with a certificate in front of her co-workers, students, Butch 
O’Riley, president of the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education, 
and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 

One of her nominators stated, “Mrs. Sabatasso always comes 
to class with a desire to help students succeed. Mrs. Sabatasso 
helps the 8th grade science department modify tests and 
quizzes, which eases the stress on the teacher. Mrs. Sabatasso 
works endless hours at home and in the classroom to see 
students’s complete projects, study guides and home work. Mrs. 
Sabatasso is always willing to go above and beyond her duties. 
With her, it is as if there are two teachers in the classroom. She 
is a great coworker and person.”

Another nominator said, “Lacey is a very dedicated staff 
member. She is always at school early to cover her duty and 
she always has a smile on her face. Lacey has a great attitude 
in general. She has a wonderful working relationship will all 
students, teachers and staff members within the building. Lacey 
does an outstanding job with the students on a day-to-day basis. 
She has a thorough understanding of educational practices and 
procedures. She demonstrates knowledge allowing her to meet 
students’ needs and deal with any behaviors that arise. Lacey 
helps all students lead and succeed. Lacey assists all teachers 
and staff with accommodations and modifications within the 
classroom. Her relationship with students is always caring and 
friendly, while employing consistent discipline strategies and 
effectively managing students’ needs. 
    Editor’s note: Rosemarie Barrett, process coordinator’s 
secretary at Freedom Elementary, was named the Classified 
Employee of the Month for December 2017. Her month was 
incorrectly identified in a previous issue of Tiger Tails. We 
apologize for the error. 

Photos from the wrestling match against Lebanon on Jan. 
23. At left, Daniel Albrecht. Top, Sean Sax. Above, Tim 
Brech. The next home match is on Tuesday, Jan. 30, against 
Helias and Springfield Central. Photos by Nadine Albrecht. 

Sabatasso named Employee of Month
At right, Hilary 
Bales presents a 
certificate to Lacey 
Sabatasso. Below, 
Bales, Sabatasso, 
Butch O’Riley 
and Dr. Brian 
Henry. Bottom, 
Principal Michele 
Sumter, students, 
teachers and staff 
congratulate Lacey 
Sabatasso. 



By Natalee Donahue, Andrew Robinson, Lacey Sprinkle, WHS 
students

What makes a good student? Just ask Ki Martin, Kristen Sneed, 
Breanna Beckner, Terry Marshall and Alyssa Abram. According to 
their teachers they are the best students when it comes to having a 
positive attitude.

Teacher Matt Johnson nominated Ki Martin for student of the 
month. Johnson said, “Ki is a motivated student who cares about 
his grades. Things don’t always come easily to Ki in class, but he 
makes up for the challenge with his dedication and hard work. Ki is 
an inspiration to me personally.” Ki thinks that his parents will be 
“very happy” when they learn about the award.

Sophomore Kristen Sneed impressed teacher Nick Parmley to 
earn a nomination because “Kristen is always diligent in her work 
and whenever she encounters a setback, she is quick to recover a 
smile and do what needs to be done. She has a great attitude and 
is a pleasure to teach.” Sneed said that Parmley’s words made her 
“Happy, because I put a lot of work in this school and I’m glad 
somebody noticed.”

 Breanna Beckner is the junior student of the month.  Math 
teacher Betty Witt said, “Everyday (no matter what), Brenna does 
what I expect and tells me to have a nice day when she leaves the 
room.” Beckner claims that experience has taught her how to have 
a positive attitude. “I’ve had people boost my confidence when I’m 
feeling down so I return the kindness to others,” Beckner said. 

Senior Terry Marshall is student of the month because he cares 
and goes above and beyond for others. His nominating teacher 
stated, “Terry always looks on the bright side of things...he never 
complains. He gets along with his peers, and gets along well with 
others.”  Marshall thinks his parents will be “excited and happy” 
when they receive the news.

The overall Student of the Month for Waynesville High school 
was Alyssa Abram. Nominating teacher Chrystal Bohrer stated, “I 
just love Alyssa. She always comes to class with a great smile on 
her face. There have been several times when she has been faced 

WHS announces January Students of the Month

These students were nominated for Student of the Month by at least one of their teachers: front row: Mackenzie Dauphin, 
Alexis Duncan, Ezra Murray, Tori Hicks, Paige Aldenberg, Eduardo Toruno, Janie Keyes, Erica Taylor, Aldon Pilz; back row:  
Asihuac Olivas, Terry Marshall, Breanna Beckner, Kathryn Blau, Kristen Sneed, Isaac Swanson, and Ki Martin. Not pictured:  
Alyssa Abram, Gracie Barkefelt, Jacob Evans, Annabelle Freeman, Justin Garcia, Brianna Maloy, Madison Mills, Liam Welch.

  Alyssa Abram

  Breanna Beckner

  Ki Martin

   Terry Marshall

   Kristen Sneed

with adversity, and as she 
faces that adversity she 
takes it head on and with 
a smile.” Abram said that 
for her a positive attitude 
means “don’t let anything 
bring you down and keep 
moving.”


